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SUBJECT: LABOR'S RIGHT SWEEPS PLP ELECTIONS 

SUMMARY. OVER THE PAST WEEK LABOR MP S HAVE HELD A 
SERIES OF ELECTIONS TO SELECT THEIR BACKBENCH LEADERSHIP. 

AS IN THE PAST, THE RIGHT-WING HAS SCORED SWEEPING 
VICTORIES. ASSURING ITS CONTINUED ASCENDENCY IN THE 
PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY (PLP). IN AN ELECTION FOR 
LEADERSHIP OF THE LABOR DELEGATION TO THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT, HOWEVER, DELEGATION MEMBERS SELECTED A YOUNG 
AND ABLE LEFT-WINGER TO LEAD THEM. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CHAIRMAN OF THE PLP CLEDWYN HUGHES, A RIGHT-WINGER, 

WAS RE-ELECTED LAST WEEK. HE WAS NOT OPPOSED. THE RE- 
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ITTEE WERE CONTESTED BY THE RIGHT-WING MANIFESTO AND LEFT 
WING TRIBUNE GROUPS, BOTH OF WHICH HAD SLATES OF 
CANDIDATES. THE RESULTS WERE ANNOUNCED DECEMBER 9. AS 
ANTICIPATED, THE MANIFESTOITES CONTINUED THEIR DOMINATION 
OF THE PLP, WINNING ALL OF THE REMAINING POSITIONS. FRED 
WILLEY, A FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE MANIFESTO GROUP, WAS 
ELECTED VICE CHAIRMAN. THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE LIAISON 
COMMITTEE, THE OFFICIAL LINK BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE BACKBENCHES, ARE: SIDNEY IRVING, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
MANIFESTO GROUP; THOMAS UR WIN, A RIGHT-WINGER WHO LEADS 
THE PLP'S TRADE UNION GROUP; JOHN CARTWRIGHT, A RIGHT- 
WING MEMBER OF THE LABOR PARTY NEC; PHILIP WHITEHEAD, A 
LEADING MANIFESTOITE; AND JACK ASHLEY, ANOTHER NEC 
MODERATE. 

2. NEIL KINNOCK AND NORMAN BUCHAN WERE THE MOST POPULAR 
ON THE TRIBUNE SLATE, FINISHING AHEAD OF SUCH LEFTIST 
LUMINARIES AS JUDITH HART AND FRANK ALLAUN, BOTH OF WHOM 
ARE MEMBERS OF THE NEC, BUT FAILED TO GET ELECTED. 

3. EARLIER THIS WEEK THE 19-MEMBER LABOR DELEGATION TO 

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTED LEFT-WINGER JOHN PRESCOTT 
AS ITS LEADER, REPLACING FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY MICHAEL 
STEWART. PRESCOTT, WHOM WE UNDERSTAND HAS BEEN ONE OF 
THE HARDEST WORKING AND MOST EFFECTIVE MEMBERS OF THE 
DELEGATION, OPPOSED EC MEMBERSHIP DURING THE REFERENDUM 
CAMPAIGN AND HAS SINCE BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL OF BOTH THE 
COMMISSION AND THE PARLIAMENT. 

4. COMMENT. FOR THE THIRD SUCCESSIVE YEAR THE RIGHT- 
WINGERS HAVE DOMINATED THE LIAISON COMMITTEE, TOTALLY 
EXCLUDING LEFT-WING REPRESENTATION THIS YEAR AND LAST. 

WE ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE PRESCOTT’S ELECTION WAS MORE 
A REFLECTION OF MERIT THAN IDEOLOGY - HIS OPPONENT, 

RICHARD MITCHELL, IS AN OLDER AND UNDISTINGUISHED LABOR 
BACKBENCHER. 
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